2                                THE ANCIENT WORLD

combine with the "advantage of a mind the shaping
services of a thumb, got the better of his deadly enemies
and addressed himself to the noble task of humanizing
the world.

His march through the stages of civilization is
marked by the implements he has left behind ever
since the palaeolithic age. He fought and hunted,
made fire and cooked and soon rode the whirlpool to
direct the storm. Effort and toil changed the face
of his world. He began to sow and irrigate, grow and
harvest his corn, the gift of the river in spate, indeed,
his well deserved annuity. Mud and reed afforded
him dwelling, pottery and paper, signalizing his passing
out of barbarism into civilization.

Once the light had dawned on the restive genius
of man, the progress was rapid. Civilization grew
by leaps and bounds and mighty men covered the
marches of the arid waste and intrepid mariners brav-
ed the dangers of the deep. Mysteries of nature
opened their secret to them when they discovered the
balm to secure the dead skin against the temper of
Inclement weather. The skies gaped with wonder
when little men, getting into the secret of team work,
lifted tons' weight of rocks over naked sinews and,
raising tire upon tire, drove the wedge of pyramids
into their bosom ensuring the safety of human corpse
under the vaulted domes against the decaying frown
of the Heavens themselves*

But who were these makers of the mummies and
builders of th$ pyramids ? That is not easy to answer.
But who indeed were they ? Numerous origins, from
Indian to African, have been suggested. Some regard
the ancient Egyptians as descended from the Ethiopians
' the Nubians, others give them a corrtmffii ancestry
the jPhoenician^, yet Others stippc^fe tfetn td have
Jtend of the'Nite from the ttst, frota the
Sfek At kast a foreign,

